
Name _____________________________________________ 
 

Absolute Monarchs DBQ 
 

Homework Due _____________________________________________ 
This time period in European history is full of kings and queens that historians refer to as the Absolute Monarchs. Their 
total control over their people had some positive and some negative consequences. As you read the documents you will 
need to come to a conclusion about their legacy in history. 
 
Learning Target -  I can create a claim and support it with evidence that addresses the question: Was absolutism a period 
of prosperity or tyranny in Europe during the 16th and 17th centuries? 
 

Prosperity: marked by success or economic well-being. Enjoying healthy growth 
Tyranny: oppressive power exerted by government 

 
Annotate Documents A-G paying particular attention to the sourcing and monarch for each document 

DOCUMENT A 

 
 

DOCUMENT B 

 
 



DOCUMENT C 
 

 
DOCUMENT D 

 

 
 Under the guidance of Louis XIV, the residence was transformed (1661–1710) into an immense  
 and extravagant complex surrounded by stylized French and English gardens. Every detail of its 
 construction was intended to glorify the king 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DOCUMENT E 

 
 

DOCUMENT F 

 
 
 
 



 
DOCUMENT G 

 
Source: Excerpt from Beards Get Taxed, published by Historychannel.com, describing the policies of 
Peter the Great (Russia) 

Courtiers, state officials, and the military were required to shave their beards and adopt      
modern clothing styles. 

Not everyone obeyed Peter’s command. Long, flowing beards embodied Orthodox ideals              
of manhood, integrity, and piety, and Russian men had worn beards with pride for centuries.            
Many even considered it a sin to shave their facial hair. Among those who refused to part                          
with their beards were the Boyars, members of the old Russian aristocracy. 

At the same time that Peter was searching for a way to enforce his new rule, he was also              
desperately in need of money. Russia was fighting the Great Northern War with the Swedish   
Empire, which required unprecedented resources. 

Peter decided to impose a tax on beards, effectively enforcing his program for social       
modernization as well as collecting state revenue in one strategic move. 

Excepting clergy and peasants, Russian men who wanted to keep their beards were required               
to pay a hefty tax of 100 rubles per year. Those who paid the tax were given a “beard token,”            
which they were required to carry at all times. It was a copper or silver coin with a Russian Eagle             
on one side and the lower part of a face with nose, mouth, and beard, on the other. The token                                
was inscribed with two phrases: “the tax has been taken” and “the beard is a superfluous burden.” 

Other reforms followed Peter’s beard tax. He ordered nobles to wear Western-style clothing,    
put an end to arranged marriages, adopted the Julian calendar, and sent many Russians to be                     
educated in the West. 

Annotations Score 
 

 
 
 

Claim: Answers the question: Was absolutism a period of prosperity or tyranny in Europe during the 16th 
and 17th centuries? Must include your 3 key points you would discuss in your body paragraphs to describe the 
impact of absolute monarchs in Europe.  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic of my first body paragraph would be: ____________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The quote/image description I would use as evidence of this conclusion would be: _______________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ From (Doc _________) 
 
My analysis/conclusion as to how this evidence strengthens my argument that absolutism was a time of 
prosperity or tyranny: 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic of my second body paragraph would be: _________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The quote/image description I would use as evidence of this conclusion would be: _______________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ From (Doc _________) 
 
My analysis/conclusion as to how this evidence strengthens my argument that absolutism was a time of 
prosperity or tyranny: 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



 
 
 
 
Topic of my third body paragraph would be: ___________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The quote/image description I would use as evidence of this conclusion would be: _______________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ From (Doc _________) 
 
My analysis/conclusion as to how this evidence strengthens my argument that absolutism was a time of 
prosperity or tyranny: 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0 1 2 3 4 
Please complete as 
soon as possible 

Weak annotations. 
Claim does not take a 
position or have 3 key 
points that apply to 
that position. 
Evidence is weak or 
incorrect. Citations are 
not present. 

Annotations are 
present. Claim takes 
a position and 
attempts to establish 
strong key points. 
Evidence is present 
but lacks connection 
to claim.  
 

You mostly have it. 
Annotations show 
you can focus on the 
question as you read. 
Claim makes sense, 
evidence matches 
claim, citations are 
correct. 

 

 

 


